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Introduction 

•  Why conduct a school counseling study? 

 -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F38vcHf5Xfc   

•  What is school counseling?? 

•  What are the pieces and how do they fit together?!? 
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Process 

•  Ten two hour sessions 

•  Consensus Building: Beliefs, Vision and Mission 

•  Research and Program/Literature Review 

•  Survey Data Collection and Analysis 



 Belief Statements  
-School	counseling	programming	will	effec4vely	foster	development	in	the	areas	of	academics,	personal	and	social/emo4onal	skills	and	
college/career	readiness	skills.	
	
-All	students	possess		individual	talents	and	skills	that	should	be	cul4vated	to	promote	success	in	life.			
	
-All	students	can	make	progress	towards	fostering	self-awareness,	developing	high	self-efficacy,	enhancing	self-esteem	and	achieving	
self-actualiza4on	with	the	proper	socio-emo4onal	and	academic	supports.	
	
-A	comprehensive	school	counseling	program	takes	into	account	family	and	community	partnerships,	social	history,	socio-economic	
status,	and	the	cultural	heritage	of	students	when	developing	programming.	
	
-	An	effec4ve	school	counseling	program	engages	teachers,	parents/guardians,	educa4onal	specialists,	and	other	relevant	stakeholders	
in	order	to	provide	a	comprehensive	standards	and	results	based	approach	to	support	student	development.			
	
-	The	school	counseling	program	empowers	all	students	to	develop	appropriate	communica4on	and	inter/intra-personal	skills	that	
foster	tolerance	and	respect.	
	
 



Vision 

The Ridgefield Public Schools Counseling Program will advocate for all 
students by collaborating with parents, community, and educators.  The 
school counseling program will embrace and nurture both intrapersonal 
and interpersonal growth by creating a safe and non-judgemental place 
for all students.   The program will address personal, social/emotional, 
academic, and career needs in order to transform students into 
responsible, productive citizens.  Students will be inspired to reach their 
ultimate educational and career readiness goals in a safe and 
structured environment that provides on-going support and guidance.  
 



 Mission 

 
The Ridgefield School Counseling Program  provides all students 
with access to comprehensive counseling services. In 
collaboration with parents, community members and educators, 
the program seeks to facilitate intra and interpersonal growth and 
to assist students in meeting their personal, academic, social-
emotional and career needs. 



Current Offerings 

•  Shaler Academy- school counseling services not provided  

•  Bergen Boulevard- school counseling services not provided  

•  Slocum Skewes School- one school counselor for six grade levels 

•  RMHS- three school counselors for four grade levels   

•  There is no k-12 school counseling curriculum or comprehensive 
program 



 
Personnel  

Recommendation 
•  Hire Two Full Time Guidance Counselors 

•  Bergen/Shaler- Will have one shared counselor 

•  Slocum Skewes- Will have two counselors for grades 3-6  

•  Transition Counselor-Shared between Slocum Skewes and RMHS (Grades 
7-9) 

•  RMHS- Will have two counselors for grades 10-12 

•  Hire one additional social worker  



Program  
Recommendations 

Comprehensive School Counseling Program 

•  Development of k-12 curriculum and related programming 

•  Alignment to ASCA national model framework, standards, 
and competencies for school counselors 

•  Collaboration and cooperation with community, county 
and state organizations to service the whole child 

 

 



Program  
Recommendations 

College and Career Guidance 

•  Comprehensive k-12 college and career guidance 
program 

•  Comprehensive k-12 parent collaboration and support 
system 

•  Alumni relations and support program 

  

 

 



Program  
Recommendations 

Academic Support 

•  Premier academic advisement to support college and 
career readiness 

•  Engagement of staff and parents/guardians 

•  Assessment and analysis of interventions 

 

 



Program  
Recommendations 

Social and Emotional Development 

•  Comprehensive k-12 character education program 

•  Comprehensive conflict resolution and HIB prevention  

•  Development and enhancement of social skills for future 
readiness! 

 

 



Conclusion 

•  Our current offerings and personnel require expansion to offer a comprehensive school 
counseling program that will highly develop our children. 

•  Our children require k-12 programming that prepares them for college and career, 
supports them with academics and provides crucial developmental support socially 
and emotionally. 

•  The programs and standards are available to us not only to offer what our schools are 
missing but to also provide a superior level of service to our past, current and future 
students! 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME! 


